A Service of Advent Lessons and Carols

The First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020
5:00 p.m.

Our Mission:
To know Christ, to make Him known,
and to serve all people according to His example.
Livestream of worship at www.livestream.com/nativitycathedral

Advent Lessons and Carols
The Service begins in subdued light

Organ Voluntary Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme

Johann Sebastian Bach

The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.
All stand, and the Officiant greets the people with these words.
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People

Thanks be to God.

If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night," darkness is not
dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both
alike. Psalm 139:10-11
The Officiant then says the Prayer for Light, using any one of the following or some other suitable prayer, first saying
Let us pray.
Grant us, Lord, the lamp of charity which never fails, that it may burn in us and shed its light on
those around us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of that holy City, where dwells the
true and never-failing Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Advent Wreath is lighted.
Anthem Matin Responsory

Giovanni da Palestrina

The Collect for Advent
Officiant: The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you
Officiant: Let us Pray
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Hymn 61 “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us
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Wachet auf

A Bidding Prayer
Dear People of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to
hear once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a
manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us
look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity
and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in
this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold,
the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and
little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no
one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for
evermore.
And now, to gather all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us,
saying: Our Father . . . .
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

Invitatory Carol Teach Me, My God and King
Antiphon: O Emmanuel (choir and congregation)
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Arlen Clarke

Lesson I Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the garden

Genesis 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said
to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to
the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But
the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they
sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He said, ‘Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to
eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and
I ate.’ Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have done?’ The woman said,
‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord God said to the serpent,
‘Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.’
Carol This is the truth sent from above
Antiphon: O Sapientia (choir and congregation)
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James Kirkby

Lesson II A new Covenant is promised which will be written in our hearts

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will
be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each
other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
Carol O Word that goest forth on high

Robert Lehman

Antiphon: O Adonai (choir and congregation)

Lesson III The Prophet proclaims that God will come and save us
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.’
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Isaiah 35:1-10

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Carol This is the record of John
Lauren Curnow, soloist
Antiphon: O Radix Jesse (choir and congregation)

6

Orlando Gibbons

Lesson IV God promises a child will be conceived who will be known as “God with us”

Isaiah 7:10-15

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said:
‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall
bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how
to refuse the evil and choose the good.
Carol Christ hath a garden

Gerald Near

Antiphon: O Clavis David (choir and congregation)

Lesson V The angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign
over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel,
‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with
God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word.’ Then the angel departed from her.
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Carol The Angel Gabriel

Richard Shephard

Antiphon: O Oriens (choir and congregation)

Lesson VI

Revelation 22:12, 16–17, 20

“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” “It is I, Jesus, who sent my
angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the
bright morning star.” The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say,
“Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a
gift. The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord
Jesus!
Carol Blow ye the trumpet

Thomas Clark

Antiphon: O Emmanuel (choir and congregation)

Anthem E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come

¶The People stand or kneel
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Paul Manz

The Prayers
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in thy mercy, grant us
a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen.
Advent Blessing
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came amongst us in great
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.
Amen.
May he whose second coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love.
Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be
rewarded with unending life.
Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

The People stand
Hymn 66 Come, thou long expected Jesus

Stuttgart

Organ Voluntary Toccata on ‘Wachet auf’

Francis Jackson
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